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Any reply received by the Office later than three months after the mailing date of this communication, even if timely filed, may reduce any 
earned patent term adjustment. See 37 CFR 1 .704(b). 
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closed in accordance with the practice under Ex parte Quayle, 1935 CD. 1 1, 453 O.G, 213. 
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DETAILED ACTION 

The text of those sections of Title 35, U.S. Code not included in this action can 
be found in a prior Office action. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

Claims 4-6 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by Douty et 
al. (BP 0 889 556). Douty is considered to disclose the claimed invention comprising: 

a terminal block 10 disposed within the laundry dryer control panel, the terminal 
block including a back portion placed on a control panel 150 and a front portion 168 
having a lower part and an upper part; 

a wall 20 extending from the terminal block lower part and the terminal block 
upper part; 

a first wire 192 extending out of the terminal block lower part; and 
a second wire 186 extending out of the terminal block upper part wherein the wall 
extends from the terminal block such that the wall shields an exposed portion of the first 
wire and the second wire. Douty is also considered to disclose the claimed feature 
wherein the wall covers a first connector coupling the terminal block lower part with a 
first power wire and a second connector coupling the terminal block upper part with a 
second power wire from a first side of the terminal block and a second side of the 
terminal block as shown in figure 6 and single body terminal block formation as shown 
in figure 1 . 
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Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

Claims 1 and 3 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
McCormick (US 2,742,708) in view of Lennon et al. (US 4.030,802). McCormick is 
considered to disclose the claimed invention comprising: 

base 314 forming a floor; 

a front cabinet 211 forming a front portion of the clothes dryer; 

a side cabinet 218 forming a side portion of the clothes dryer; 

a back cover 214 forming a back side of the clothes dryer 

a top cover 216 provided on a top surface of the front cabinet, the side cabinet 
and the back cover; 

a control panel 217 provided on a rear portion of the top cover. McCormick is 
considered to disclose the claimed invention except for the claimed a terminal block 
provided on an inside of the control panel, wherein the terminal block comprises a back 
portion placed on the control panel and a front portion having a wall for shielding an 
exposed part of core wire extending from an upper portion of the front portion and a 
lower portion of the front portion. Lennon, another structure for a clothes dryer, is 
considered to disclose a terminal block provided on an inside of the control panel, 
wherein the terminal block comprises a back portion placed on the control panel and a 
front portion having a wall for shielding an exposed part of core wire extending from an 
upper portion of the front portion and a lower portion of the front portion at column 4 line 
42 through column 9 line 11 . It would have been obvious to one skilled in the art to 
combine the teachings of McCormick with the a terminal block provided on an inside of 
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the control panel, wherein the terminal block comprises a back portion placed on the 
control panel and a front portion having a wall for shielding an exposed part of core wire 
extending from an upper portion of the front portion and a lower portion of the front 
portion, considered disclosed in Lennon, for the purpose of improved mounting 
characteristics within a multiple connector assembly. 

Claim 2 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
McCormick in view of Hopkins in further view of Sergeant et al. (US 4,820,189). 
McCormick in view of Hopkins is considered to disclose the claimed invention, as 
discussed above under the obviousness rejection, except for the claimed wall for 
shielding an exposed part of core wire covers a first connector connecting a lower part 
of the terminal block with a power cord wire and a second connector connecting an 
upper part of the terminal block with a power cord wire from a front portion of the 
terminal block and a side portion of the terminal block. Sergeant, another structure for a 
clothes dryer, is considered to disclose a wall for shielding an exposed part of core wire 
covers a first connector connecting a lower part of the terminal block with a power cord 
wire and a second connector connecting an upper part of the terminal block with a 
power cord wire from a front portion of the terminal block and a side portion of the 
terminal block at column 4 lines 1-12. It would have been obvious to one skilled in the 
art to combine the teachings of McCormick in view of Hopkins with the wall for shielding 
an exposed part of core wire covers a first connector connecting a lower part of the 
terminal block with a power cord wire and a second connector connecting an upper part 
of the terminal block with a power cord wire from a front portion of the terminal block 
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and a side portion of the terminal block, considered disclosed in Sergeant, for the 
purpose of shielding a covered power cord wire. 



Applicant's arguments with respect to claims 1-6 have been considered but are 
moot in view of the new grounds of rejection. 



Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Stephen Gravini whose telephone number is 571 272 
4875. The examiner can normally be reached on normal weekday business hours (east 
coast time). 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Ehud Gartenberg can be reached on 571 272 4828. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-21 7-91 97 (toll-free). 
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